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SPORTS FAITH INTERNATIONAL TEAMS UP WITH CATHOLIC ATHLETES FOR CHRIST, RELEVANT RADIO AND CATHOLIC KNIGHTS, TO ANNOUNCE INDUCTEES TO THE 2009 SPORTS FAITH  HALL OF FAME:   

2009 AWARD CEREMONY WILL INCLUDE EXEMPLARY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES, COACHES AND TEAMS  

LAKE FOREST, Ill. – February 2, 2009 – Three outstanding professional athletes will be Inducted into the 2009 Sports Faith Hall of Fame on February 21st 2009, at Chicago Bears' Halas Hall, in Lake Forest, Illinois.   The Sports Faith Hall of Fame was created in 2008 by Sports Faith International to recognize those world-class athletes who are known for outstanding dedication to sports and their faith.   The 2009 festivities will be offered in partnership with Catholic Athletes for Christ, www.CatholicAthletesforChrist.com, Relevant Radio, www.relevantradio.com, who will be broadcasting the ceremony live, Catholic Knights, www.catholicknights.org, and Lighthouse Catholic Media, www.lighthousecatholicmedia.org, who will be recording the ceremony for distribution to Catholic parishes throughout the country, and through its website.   The theme of the 2009 Induction Ceremony is "So let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give thanks to the Father in Heaven."  Matthew 516  The 2009 Professional The 2009 Inductees are: Wellington "The Duke" Mara: (Posthumously) Longtime owner of the New York Giants Football Team, whose involvement in the Giants and the NFL spanned eight decades and significantly shaped their success, as we know it today. Mr. Mara was a devoted Catholic, husband, father of eleven children, and Co-Founder of Life Athletes.  His wife Anne, and other members of his immediate family will be on hand to accept the award.
Dave "The Ghost" Casper: Four-time, NFL All Pro and Five-time Pro-Bowl member of the Superbowl XI Champion, Oakland Raiders. One of only seven tight ends to ever be inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame, Team Captain and All-American, honors graduate from the University of Notre Dame, Founder of the Ronald McDonald's Celebrity Golf Tournament, and a Catholic Athlete for Christ.
Fr. John P. Smyth: University of Notre Dame, MVP,  All-American, and first round NBA draft choice of the St. Louis Hawks, who declined a career in the NBA to instead serve as a Catholic Priest.  With over forty years dedicated to inspiring and transforming youth:  Fr. Smyth is currently serves as President of Notre Dame High School in Niles, Illinois, is the Founder of the Standing Tall Foundation, and former president, and driving force of behind the revitalization of Maryville Academy in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
The Keynote Address: "From Professional Soccer to the Priesthood" will be given by Chase Hilgenbrinck, the New England Revolution pro-soccer player   who announced in July 1008 his departure from professional sports to pursue his vocation as a Catholic priest.     All-Star Catholic High School Contest: Thirteen additional awards will be given to Catholic High School Athletes, Coaches and Teams,  including awards for Male and Female: Athlete of the Year, Coach of the Year and Team of the Year.   The purpose of the contest is to provide a fresh source of encouragement and recognition to outstanding high school athletes and their coaches who demonstrate exemplary work on and off the field.   
By providing a forum for them to share their personal stories and accomplishments, we and they, will all be inspired to aim ever higher in faith and sport.  We at Sports Faith International were so impressed with the accomplishments  of Father Smyth, whose life bears testimony to the world-changing power of combining the virtues and influence of Sport with mountain-moving faith, we decided to create an award, one of the thirteen, named in his honor. Known as the Fr. John P. Smyth Award it will annually be awarded to an outstanding Catholic Athlete or Coach interested in pursuing a religious vocation.  
In addition to the above mentioned Inductees, in attendance will be Chicago Bears Patrick McCaskey, Chairman of Sports Faith International, with members of his family, Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki, representing the Archdiocese of Chicago, and Catholic Athletes for Christ, Executives from Relevant Radio, and Mr. William O'Toole, President and CEO of Catholic Knights, who will be presenting two awards to contest winners, accompanied by $500 High School Scholarships:  The Prayers for Life Award for an athlete, coach or team active in the Pro-life cause, and a Judge's Pick Award, for an outstanding athlete, coach or Team from the greater Wisconsin area.
 In 2008, Sports Faith Hall of Fame inductees were the legendary founder of the NFL and the Chicago Bears, George “Papa Bear” Halas, former New Orleans Saints’ and San Francisco 49ers wide receiver and Bears assistant coach Danny Abramowicz, and former New York Giants right guard and Super Bowl XXI champion Chris Godfrey.
Sports Faith International is a new media initiative dedicated to utilizing traditional and new media to showcase the connection between sports and faith. Programs for Catholic and mainstream media networks will feature some of the biggest names in the world of sports. Sports have been called a metaphor for life that can teach perseverance, discipline, loyalty, trust, dedication, and fair play. The shows will serve as a platform to discuss the many virtues and life lessons that can be learned from sports. It is part of BVM HELPING HANDS, a 501(c)3, tax-exempt organization.
His Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. Archbishop of Chicago, and President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, serves on the Board of Advisors in an Honorary Capacity.
 
Catholic Athletes for Christ (CAC), www.CatholicAthletesforChrist.com is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization working to promote a Catholic identity in athletics. CAC assists Catholic athletes in the practice of their faith and shares the Gospel in and through sports.  It works with athletes at all levels of sport in an effort to promote a Catholic sports culture. CAC was formed in response to Pope John Paul II's call to evangelize the world of sports and his establishment of the Vatican's Office of Sports.
 
For more information please send us an email at atomlinson@sportsfaithinternational.com or 
Call (847) 331-6994                    
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