[image: ]

PRESS RELEASE
For Information, Please Contact:
September 5, 2008
Michelle Johnson
Director of Communications
EWTN Global Catholic Network
5817 Old Leeds Road
Irondale, Alabama 35210-2198 USA
(205) 795-5769 – Office 
(205) 441-6248 – Cell 
(205) 795-5781 – Fax
mjohnson@ewtn.com


Chicago Bears Owner Pat McCaskey Welcomes 
EWTN Global Catholic Network to Chicago Area

	Irondale, AL (EWTN) – EWTN Global Catholic Network is coming to Northern Illinois University Oct. 4-5 and Pat McCaskey, a member of the family that owns the Chicago Bears,  and Chairman of Sports Faith International, has prepared a special welcome.
	The welcome will be taped and is scheduled to premiere at NIU during the Oct. 4 filming of “Life on the Rock,” the Network’s show for youth. The spot will air worldwide at 8 p.m. ET Thursday, Oct. 9 on EWTN.
	Viewers won’t want to miss the chance to hear McCaskey sing to Mother Angelica.
	“I made up a song, based on Mother’s biography, to the tune of “Bear Down Chicago Bears,’” McCaskey said. “We’re also sending Mother a Chicago Bears rosary and a game ball from a Division Championship!”
	Father Mark Mary Cristina, M.F.V.A. and Doug Barry, co-hosts of “Life on the Rock,” will display these treasures when introducing the clip.
	“Being in Chicago Bears country, we may have to have extra security around the ball!” joked EWTN President Michael P. Warsaw. “Mother is delighted.”
Like the Olympics, EWTN selects a different site for its Family Celebration each year. No tickets are required; entrance is free. 
Participants, who are expected to attend from all over the country, will be treated to a roster of well-loved, nationally-known speakers. They include Father Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R., Father Mitch Pacwa, S.J., Rosalind Moss, and Marcus Grodi. In addition, Rockford, Illinois’ own Bishop Thomas G. Doran will serve as celebrant and homilist at Sunday Mass.
In addition to this stellar lineup, guests will have the opportunity to attend the special taping of “Life on the Rock.” Given the news of a Chicago Bears spot as well as the university location, a good crowd is expected.
Doors open at 8 a.m. The day includes plenty of opportunities for confession and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, as well as the opportunity to talk with Mother Angelica’s Poor Clare nuns, the Franciscan Friars and other EWTN hosts. It’s a day no fan of EWTN – or the Chicago Bears -- will want to miss.
For further information, please go to EWTN’s website: http://www.ewtn.com/FamilyCelebration/index.htm or call EWTN at the numbers above to set up an interview.
EWTN Global Catholic Network, in its 28th year, is available in over 148 million television households in more than 140 countries and territories. With its direct broadcast satellite television and radio services, AM & FM radio networks, worldwide short-wave radio station, Internet website www.ewtn.com and publishing arm, EWTN, is the largest religious media network in the world.
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